
Debbie McPherson, Director of Faith Formation, Retires After 31 Years of Service to
the Parish

In 1996 Debbie McPherson had been a member of Saint Rose for 22 years, had directed the Sunday
pre-school of religion from 1984 to 1990, just received an advanced degree in organizational
communications from Bethel University, was a parish trustee and on the hiring committee to select
a new Director of Religious Education. 

When she came to a committee meeting one day school principal Randy Stanke unexpectedly asked
her to interview for the job. Debbie did, and was hired by former pastor Fr. Walter Sochacki, who
had come to Saint Rose a couple of years earlier. And by saying “yes” she soon discovered the vision
of Fr. Sochacki. “He wanted all phases of faith formation tied together,” recalls Debbie. “That had
not been done before.”

Fr. Sochacki’s vision initially proved to be somewhat of a challenge for Debbie. “He wanted a good,
solid comprehensive program that served the very youngest through junior high school and
Confirmation and adults,” she says. “That first year on the job I selected and worked on a new
curriculum for everyone. It also took me into the school—where I had a second office—helping
teachers with planning and providing them with support. I also worked with the teachers in
planning student participation in the Mass.”

Today, 25 years later, much of Fr. Sochacki’s vision is still apparent in the parish’s religious
education program. Debbie, however, is retiring at the end of May, ending a 31-year career of
bringing the Word of God to thousands of parishioners and family members.
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“My goal from day one was to make the faith formation program
the best it could be regardless of how many children participated,”
she says. “I wanted both students and parents to have the full
Catholic experience.”

As a result of this coordination, most of the school and religious
education program have the same curriculum. At the same time
Debbie had to get comfortable with the other part of her job—
adult education and R.C.I.A.



“I had to scramble to catch up and juggle several balls at the same time,” she recalls. “It was
quite a challenge.”

The adult education program, which eventually formed a partnership with Corpus Christi
Parish, included R.C.I.A., missions, retreats and many prominent authors/speakers on every
aspect of Catholic Life, and also encompassed the annual winter scripture series.

“We had an all-star lineup of speakers, many of them from the University of St. Thomas,”
says Debbie. “The winter scripture series, which was held for at least 20 years, often featured
scholars who had taken national roles in their area of expertise. For example, Dr. Corrine
Carvalho was asked to be an editor when The New American Bible was reviewing their Old
Testament. Another, Dr. Elaine James, joined the faculty at the Yale University School of
Divinity shortly after presenting a series to our group. We were so fortunate to have such a
group of stellar speakers at our parish events.”

Another achievement that makes Debbie proud: In her 23 years directing R.C.I.A. only one
candidate stepped back from the program. “That is remarkable,” she says.

As Debbie retires as Director of Faith Formation she has no doubt about the most rewarding
part of her job. “Without question the people of Saint Rose. I have met so many
accomplished and kind people, and a lot of wonderful families. They have gifted me with so
many fond memories.” 

She says being a member of the parish often helped her in the job. “I was able to stay connected to
parishioners through the programs and through worshipping with them,” says Debbie. “And that
gave them easy access to me.”

In retirement she is staying involved with the parish that has been her home for 47 years, leading the
monthly transforming grief ministry and joining the women’s discussion group. Her travels will
have her heading west—one son lives in Colorado and another in California. Her third son lives in
Woodbury. 

Words are in adequate when thanking Debbie for all she has done for our parish. Her incredible
service to the Saint Rose faith formation program is deeply appreciated by all. We wish her joy and
contentment in retirement. It is richly deserved. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. You
will be missed!


